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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

035887 

R 210907Z MAR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1860 

SECRET BANGKOK 4732 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, VN, VS, PINS, CH 

SUB J : RUMORS OF THIEU'S SURRENDER PLANS 

1. WILLIAM H. BANCROFT IR„ AN AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN BASED IN 
HONG KONG, CALLED THE EMBASSY MARCH 21. HE ASKED THAT AN OFFICER 
MEET WITH HIM SO THAT HE COULD PASS ON INFORMATION FROM A CHINESE 
INFORMANT IN HONG KONG WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN "90 PERCENT 
ACCURATE." 

2. BANCROFT SAID HIS INFORMATION WAS ABOUTTEN DAYS OLD. HE SAID 
A COMBINATION OF CHINA, NORTH VIETNAM AND THE PRG HAD CHOSEN A 
SINO-VIETNAMESE NAMED PHUONG, WHO HAD BEEN BORN IN HONG KONG BUT 
IS CURRENTLY IN SAIGON, TO REPLACE THIEU WITHIN THE NEXT FIFTEEN 
DAYS. THIEU'S REFUSAL WOULD MEAN THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
WOULD MILITARILY TAKE OVER SOUTH VIETNAM IN 30 TO 45 DAYS THERE- 
AFTER. THIEU, OFFERED RESIGNATION "WITH HONOR" AND UPSET BY 
DIMINISHING U.S. SUPPORT, AS WELL AS BY ARVN 

INABILITY TO COPE WITH THE SITUATION, HAS AGREED TO THESE 
TERMS. PEKING IS THE GODFATHER BEHIND THIS AGREEMENT. 

3. BANCROFT SAID THAT HE COULD PRODUCE DOCUMENTATION TO SUB- 
STANTIATE THIS REPORT BUT THE FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS WERE BEYOND 
HIS PERSONAL MEANS. HE DID NOT SEEM TO BE SOLICITING MONEY, AND 
CLAIMED HE WAS PASSING ON THIS INFORMATION AS A PATRIOTIC 
AMERICAN, A CONTENTION THAT WE HAVE NO GROUNDS FOR DOUBTING. 
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4. FIFTEEN MINUTES IS INSUFFICIENT TIME TO LEARN WHETHER BANCROFT 
IS A PATRIOT OR A CRACKPOT, OR BOTH. WE HAVE NO WAY OF JUDGING 
THE VALIDITY OF HIS INFORMATION FROM HERE, BUT MUCH OF ITS SOUNDS 
LIKE POPPYCOCK. WE WOULD FIND THE SELECTION OF A SINO- VIETNAMESE 
A HARD PILL FOR EITHER SAIGON OR LOC NINH TO SWALLOW. WE THUS 
PASS ON THIS INFORMATION FOR WHATEVER DOUBTFUL UTILITY IT MAY 
HAVE. HONG KONG MAY WISH TO COMMENT ON BANCROFT, PARTICULARLY 
SINCE HE CLAIMS TO KNOW DEPUTY PRINCIPAL OFFICER GETSINGER. 
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